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separate Schools and School Trustees of the Queen's Roman
Catholic Subjects, shall be and the same are hereby ex-
tended to the Dissentient Schools of the Queen's Protestant
and Roman Catholic Subjects in Quebec;
(3) Where in any Province a system of separate or
sions of this section, is not made, or in case any decision of the Governor-
General in Council on any appeal under this section is not duly executed
by the proper provincial authority in that behalf, then and in every such
case and so far only as the circumstances of such case require, the
Parliament of Canada may make remedial laws for the due execution of
the provisions of this section, and of any decision of the Governor-General
in Council under this section.'
At the time of the entrance of Manitoba into the Union, there was no
law or regulation or ordinance in force respecting education. There
were in fact denominational schools existing; but the Public Schools Act
of 1890 having introduced a general system of secular education the Privy
Council held in City of Winnipeg v. Barrett, Wheeler, op. c#., pp. 371-6,
that the establishment of a national system of education upon an unsec-
tarian basis might exist side by side with the right to set up and maintain
denominational schools, and that the existence of the latter did not
necessarily imply or involve immunity from taxation for the purposes of
the former. That a system of denominational education had been estab-
lished subsequent to the Union did not change the situation.
In the subsequent case of Brophy v. Attorney-General of Manitoba, Wheeler,
op. cit.t pp. 376-88, it was held that the right of appeal under subsection 2,
and the power reserved to the Dominion Parliament under subsection 3,
were not bound by the provision of subsection 1, with regard to the state
of things existing at the Union, but could be enforced generally when
equitable grounds existed.
The effect of the Privy Council decision was thus to shift the burden
of action upon the shoulders of the Dominion Government, which was
placed in a very difficult position. They found themselves in conflict
either with the Manitoba Government or with the Eoman Catholic
hierarchy. Stifl the methods adopted by Sir Mackenzie Bowell's adminis-
tration were needlessly unconciliatory and aggressive. A remedial order
was promptly served upon the Manitoba authorities, which was met by
a refusal couched in moderate and conciliatory language. The attempt to
force through the Dominion Parliament a remedial Bill in 1896 was one
of the causes which led to the downfall of the Conservative Ministry.
The measure was unpopular with many Protestant supporters of the
Government, and, in the face of deliberate obstruction, Parliament came
to an end by effluxion of time before its enactment as law. In the
following year a compromise was arrived at between the new Liberal
Government and the Manitoba Ministry. Under this, religious teaching
can be given in the public schools under certain circumstances and under
certain conditions by clergymen or Eoman Catholic teachers.
There are excellent chapters on * The School Question * and * The School
Settlement' in Wiliison's Sir W. Lawier and toe Liberal Party, voL ii, 201-77.
It is noteworthy that when in 1905 the new Provinces of Saskatchewan